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The conference report was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, S. Con. Res. 46 is
considered and agreed to and the mo-
tion to reconsider is considered made
and laid upon the table.

The concurrent resolution (S. Con.
Res. 46) was agreed to.

(The concurrent resolution is printed
in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Submitted
Resolutions.”)

————

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each, and
I ask consent to speak for as long as I
may require.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

50 YEARS OF KENTUCKY
EDUCATIONAL TELEVISION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
would like to take a moment to cele-
brate one of the great public edu-
cational resources in my home State of
Kentucky. This month, we mark the
50th anniversary of Kentucky Edu-
cational Television, KET, which has
provided a vital service to the Com-
monwealth. It is my privilege to take a
look back at the distinguished history
of this organization and its impact on
Kentucky families.

When KET officially signed on the air
in 1968 under the leadership of its
founding director, University of Ken-
tucky professor O. Leonard Press, it
did so during school hours on the sec-
ond largest land-based network in the
world. Its first instructional program
was ‘“‘Kentucky is My Land,” which di-
rectly addressed KET’s mission to de-
liver quality educational programming
for all levels and to explore the beauty
and heritage of the Commonwealth of
Kentucky. That original goal has ani-
mated the remarkable educational and
public affairs programming of this net-
work for half a century.

During its first decade on the air,
KET continued to expand and provide
important services to its viewers,
which included the debut of consequen-
tial Kentucky journalists such as Al
Smith and KET’s first nationally dis-
tributed instructional series, ‘““Universe
& 1.” In addition, the network began
its televised coverage of the pro-
ceedings of the Kentucky General As-
sembly, providing unprecedented ac-
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cess and public transparency to our
State’s legislature and a valuable civic
education to our citizens.

As an affiliate of the Public Broad-
casting Service, PBS, KET also brings
nationally treasured programs into the
homes of thousands of Kentuckians.
Programs such as Julia Child’s ‘“‘The
French Chef,” ‘“‘Masterpiece Theatre,”
and many of Ken Burns’s historical
documentary series have made an in-
delible impact on our country. As KET
has grown, it has expanded its pro-
gramming around the clock to provide
educational opportunities to Kentuck-
ians 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Throughout the years, KET has also
grown its public affairs content, deliv-
ering news of the day and critical in-
formation to viewers. Staffed with top-
notch journalists and featuring inter-
views with well-known Kentuckians,
these programs are an important part
of the network’s overall mission.
Throughout my career, I have enjoyed
both viewing and periodically joining
these programs to discuss vital issues
to the future of Kentucky.

Keeping faith with its educational
goals, the network has developed im-
portant partnerships with educational
institutions and universities in Ken-
tucky. In fact, Morehead State Univer-
sity began offering KET distance learn-
ing courses for dual credit, and the
KET Fast Forward program has ex-
celled as a learning system for GED
test preparation.

I commend KET’s 50 years of award-
winning service to my home State. It is
my privilege to congratulate the net-
work on its success, and I look forward
to many more years of quality pro-
gramming in our Commonwealth. I
urge my Senate colleagues to join me
in celebrating KET’s exemplary work.

———

125TH ANNIVERSARY OF HELEN
KELLER SERVICES

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, today
I wish to congratulate Helen Keller
Services, HKS, on its 125th anniver-
sary, which will be celebrated at its
gala at the Liberty Warehouse in
Brooklyn, NY, on September 13, 2018.

Since 1893, the Helen Keller Services
has been committed to improving the
lives of individuals who are blind, vis-
ually impaired, or have combined hear-
ing and vision loss. The talented and
dedicated staff at the Helen Keller
Services has made over 60,000 visits to
the homes and communities of individ-
uals who are blind or visually im-
paired. Over 900,000 children ages 3-5
have received preschool vision
screenings to ensure they are equipped
for success in the classroom. The orga-
nization has placed over 14,000 individ-
uals in jobs with the help of their pro-
grams. The totality of their impact
over the past 125 years is hard to over-
state.

This fall the organization will move
its headquarters to a new 44,000-square-
foot facility located at 180 Livingston
Street in Brooklyn. This modern struc-
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ture will house new classrooms and
training rooms, a specialized gym for
prekindergarten students, new offices
and workstations, a Low Vision Center,
and a new technology training space.
This will aide HKS in serving the blind
and visually impaired community for
decades to come.

While the scope of its services has
changed and expanded substantially
over the past century and a quarter, al-
lowing HKS to touch the lives of count-
less blind, visually impaired, and deaf-
blind men women and children, what
has not changed is its steadfast com-
mitment to Brooklyn, the surrounding
communities, and the entire New York
region. I congratulate the Helen Keller
Services on achieving this milestone
and thank them for their outstanding
service to New York.

————

REMEMBERING SUVASH DARNAL

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I have
spoken before about Suvash Darnal, an
extraordinary Nepalese Dalit activist
who was tragically killed in a traffic
accident in Virginia on August 15, 2011.

Mr. Darnal was only 31 years old
when he died, but he had already made
more of his life than many people who
live to be twice or three times his age.
He grew up impoverished, with nothing
to look forward to. In large measure
because of the adversity he experienced
and his inherent thirst for knowledge,
he became a passionate advocate for
his people at home and around the
world. As I have said before, his integ-
rity, his humility, his vision, and his
dedication live on as an inspiring ex-
ample of why caste discrimination has
no place in the 21st century, in Nepal
or anywhere else.

From 2008 to 2009, Mr. Darnal was a
fellow at the National Endowment for
Democracy. Carl Gershman, President
of NED, was among Mr. Darnal’s ad-
mirers and has helped to convey the
lessons of Mr. Darnal’s life to a wider
audience.

I ask unanimous consent that Mr.
Gershman’s account of recent events in
Kathmandu in remembrance of Suvash
Darnal be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

[From the kathmandupost]
(By Carl Gershman)

Aug. 28, 2018.—I visited Nepal recently to
attend two days of memorial events held in
honour of Suvash Darnal, an activist for
Dalit rights who perished in a terrible car
accident in Washington in 2011. I first met
Darnal a decade ago when he was a Reagan-
Fascell Democracy Fellow at the National
Endowment for Democracy (NED), the
organisation that I head. 1 found him to be
an unusually gifted democracy activist. He
had a marvellously engaging personality,
and he impressed many people in Washington
as a sophisticated analyst of Nepal at a time
when the country was just coming out of a
civil war. He was also an ardent and effective
spokesman against caste discrimination.

Darnal had the ability to make the Dalit
issue come alive for Americans, partly by
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